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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the following claims as indicated by entering the underlined matter and 
deleting the matter lined through: 



1 (Currently amended) An apparatus for transferring poultry carcasses suspended from 
shackles from a first overhead conveyor to a second overhead conveyor, in which ovorhoad 
convoyoro the carcaaocD arc transported ouoponded from ohacldes comprising: 

a transfer wheel rotatable about a vertical axis for positioning and positioned between 
both the first and the second overhead conveyors, 

said transfer wheel being provided with holders for the carcasses, said holders being 
rotatable with respect to said transfer wheel, 

orientation means further being prooent o perativelv associated with sa id transfer wheel 
for equalizing the spacial initial orientation of the carcasses in the holder from at receipt ofthe 
carcass on the transfer wheel to and-the spacial final orientation of the carcass in the holder at its 
discharge from the transfer wheel, the spacial initial orientation and the spacial final orientation 
being identical relative the direction of travel ofthe carcass from the first overhead conveyor to 
the second overhead conveyor. 

2. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the orientation means 
being adapted for keeping the spacial orientation ofthe carcass in the holder constant throughout 
during during the transport on the transfer wheel. 

3. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 2, wherein each of said 
thethe holders.feeing is-bei»g bearing mounted in the transfer wheel to be rotatable about 
themselves about a vertical axis. 



4. (Previously amended) An apparatus according to claim 3, the orientation means being 
adapted for relative rotation ofthe holders with respect to the transfer wheel. 
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5. (Previously amended) An apparatus according to claim 4, the orientation means being 
adapted for letting the holders rotate 1:1 with the transfer wheel. 

6. (Previously amended) An apparatus according to claim 4, the orientation means 
comprising the first orientation means for orienting a first of the holders, and second orientation 
means for orienting others of the holders, which second orientation means are operated by the 
first orientation means. 

7. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 6, the transfer wheel being 
connected to a vertical shaft in a rotatably fixed manner, the shaft being rotatable about the 
vertical axis, the first orientation means comprising a first driving disc provided on the first 
holder, a second driving disc placed loosely on the shaft but retained in spacial orientation, and a 
driving beh or driving chain running circumferentially about both said first and second driving 
discs. 

8. (Previously amended) An apparatus according to claim 7, the diameter of both driving 
discs being equal. 

9. Cancelled. 

10. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 6, the second orientation means 
comprising a first toothed wheel that is attached to the first holder in a rotably fixed manner, a 
central toothed wheel freely rotatable on the shaft and driven by the first toothed wheel, 

a s and second toothed wheels each attached in a rotably fixed manner to other holders, 

which second toothed wheels are in drivin&^riven engagement with the central toothed wheel. 

11. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the second toothed 
wheels eachhave- haviftg a diameter that is equal to the ene diameter of the first toothed wheel. 
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12. (Currently amended) An apparatus for transferring poultry carcasses from a first 
overhead conveyor to a second overhead conveyor, in which overhead conveyors the carcasses 
are transported suspended from shackles comprising: 

a transfer wheel rotatable about a vertical axis and positioned between both the first and 
the second overhead conveyors, 

^vh ic h said transfer wheel being is provided with holders for the carcasses radially spaced 
from said vertical axis of said transfer wheel and each holder having a central shaft about which 
it rotates , and 

orientation m^an ^ responsive to the rot a tion of said transfer wheel for fiirthor being 
prccc n t fo r further being prooent rotating eac h of said holders about smd a central shafts 
and with respect to the transfer wheel during the transport of the holders by the transfer wheel, 
wherein oach central shaft is radially spaced from the shaft of the transfer wheel, wh o roin each 
central shaft is radially spaced from the shaft of tlic transfer wheel . 

1 3 . (Currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 1 2, wherein the orientation means 
is being adapted for 1 : 1 continuous rotation of tiie holders witii respect to and the transfer wheel. 

14. (Currently amended) A holder for suspended transport of a poultry carcass, provided 
with two substantially parallel accommodation spaces for tiie legs of tiie carcass, the 
accommodation spaces each forming a continuous_omended slit in horizontal direction frem 
one end to the other end and open at botii ends from one end to the other end and open at both 
ends, the distance between the accommodation spaces at their one end being different from the 
distance therebetween at their other end. 

15. (Currently amended) A holder according to claim 14, and fiirther including inclined 
turned end members being arranged on either side of one end of the accommodation spaces to 
prevent unintentional backwards movement of the legs. 

16. (Currently amended) A holder according to claim 14, wherein the distance between the 
accommodation spaces being larger at said one end than at said other end, inclined turned end 
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members being arranged on either side of said one end of the accommodation spaces to prevent 
vinintentional backwards movement of the legs out of said one end. 

17. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the holders being 
provided with accommodation spaces for the legs of the carcass, the accommodation spaces each 
forming a continuous an o pen-ended a continuous horizontal slit. 

18. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 17, wherein in the hold e rs i«-the 
heldefsthe distance between the accommodation spaces of said holders at their one en d of said 
holders being different from the distance therebetween at their other end of said holders . 

19. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the holders_are_bei«g 
beiftg provided with accommodation spaces for the legs of the carcass, the accommodation 
spaces each forming an open ended a continuous a continuous horizontal slit in horizontal 
dirootion . 

20. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 19, wherein in tho hold e rs if^fee 
holders the distance between the accommodation spaces of said holders at their one end feeing is 
different from the distance therebetween at their other end. 

21. (Currently amended) An apparatus for transferring poultry carcasses from a first 
overhead conveyor to a second overhead conveyor, comprising: 

a transfer wheel rotatable about a shaft and having a perimeter, said transfer wheel 
disposed between the first and the second overhead conveyors; 

a carcass receipt point and a carcass discharge point, the carcass receipt point being 
disposed between the first overhead conveyor and the transfer wheel, the_cm:cass discharge point 
being disposed between the transfer wheel and the second overhead conveyor; 

a plurality of holders, each holder K^in p rntatahlv mounted on said transfer wheel at the 
perimeter of sai d transfer wheel and configured to receive one of the carcasses from the first 
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overhead conveyor at the carcass receipt point and to discharge the carcass to the second 
overhead conveyor at th e carcass discharge point; and 

holder orientation means resnonsive to th e continuous rotation of said transfer wheel for 
continuously rotating said holders in unis on with respect to said transfer wheel; 

said holder orientation means configured so that each carcass received by a holder 
maintains its rotational orientation as rece i ved at the carcass receipt point continuously until 
delivered to the carcass discharge point 

wherein each holder hao a first orientation at tho rocoipt point and a oocond 
orientation at the diochargo point and the firot and oooond oriontationo are the same . 

^Th e rein ca r h h"H"-- ^-'^ " f'^"* "Hnntntinn at tho receipt point and a second orientation at 
tho dischargo point and tho first and sooond orientations are tho same. 

22. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 21, and fiirther including a 
toothed wheel engaging each holder for rota ti ng each holder in unison in response to the rotation 
of said wherein tho hold arc rotatably mounted to the ti-ansfer wheel. 

23. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 21, wherein each holderjs 
o perativelv connected to the other holders and each holder maintains a constant orientation 
relative to the other holders as it rotates with respect to contorlino during rotation of the transfer 
wheel. 

24. (Currently amended) An apparatiis for transferring poultiy carcasses fi-om a first 
overhead conveyor to a second overhead conveyor, comprising: 

a transfer wheel positioned between said first and second overhead conveyors, said 
transfer wheel having a central axis and a perimeter rotatable about said central axis, 

a plurality of bird holders spaced about said perimeter of said ti-ansfer wheel for receiving 
poultry carcasses from said first overhead conveyor and carrying poultiy carcasses firom said first 
overhead conveyor about said central axis to said second overhead conveyor and delivering 
carcasses to said second overhead conveyor. 
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orientation control means responsive to the rotation of said transfer wheel for 
continuously p rogroBoivobT3rogroosivoly maintaining the orientation of said bird holders and the 
carcasses carried by said bird holders as said transfer wheel rotates, so that the carcasses 
continuously r etain their orientation as received from said first overhead conveyor as they move 
about said transfer wheel and are delivered to said second overhead conveyor in the same 
orientation as received from said first overhead conveyor. 



